Dissent Over Protesters 
Marks Violence Hearing 
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Eric Hoffer, tjie, longshore- 
man-philosopher, scathingly 
dismissed campus jirotesters 
yesterday with the observation 
that “it is much harder to 
write a good paragraph than 
start a revolution.” 

Hoffer, wearing his standard 
garb of sports jacket over 



workshirt, told a New Left 
spokesman that he wasn’t , 
going to take him seriously 
even if his fellow members on 
the President’s violence com- 
mission did. 

“They’re having a ball,” he 
said of the students. “They’re 
having the best time of their 
lives We have a lot more 



civilized society on the water- 
front of San Francisco than 
you have on the campus of 
Berkeley.” 

Hoffer gave his views in 
stentorian tones after testi- 
mony froim Henry Mayer, a 
leader of the demonstrtions at 
the University of California at 
Berkeley two years ago. 

Unlike Hoffer, other com- 
mission members tried to 
open up a dialogue with repre- 
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sentatives of the current pro- 
. test generation. 

They wanted to know what 
, the situdent activists thought 
and proposed. But ifihey got 
. few answers. Instead, radicals 
like Mayer and Tom Hayden 
; provided little more than a 
. stream of denuncialtions of 
“racism” and “militarism” in 
the United States. 

It was almost with relief 
that the commission heard in 
the afternoon from Kingman 
Brewster, Yale University 
president Brewj^er spoke elo- 
quently of the students’ frus- 
trations in seeking changes 
but at the same time recog- 
nized their “infatuation with 
violence and action as if these 
produce their own programs.” 
“Once you leave out the 
small pathological or malevo- 
lent fringe, I am convinced 
that the urge to violence rises 
in proportion to a person’s 
frustration with peaceful 
change,” the Yale president 
said. 

He pointed out that anti- 
draft violence did not become 
widespread untH the reform: 
recommendations of the Na- 
tional Advisory Commission 
on Selective Service were sent 
to “political limtoo by a faUure 
of executive leadership.” 

And, Brejyster added. Selec- 
tive Service Director Lewis B. 
Hershey often seems to.^e ex- 
ercising his unreviewable au- 
thority “in callous disregard” 
of due process. 

Turning to some of the stu- 
they are “not lacking in either 
arrogance or self-righteous- 
ness” and have “a kind of 
youthful naivete that prevents 
them from knowing how pain- 
ful contructive activity is.” 
Hoffer, who has become the 
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Sen. PMlip A. Hart (D-Mich.), asks a querfion of Tom Democratic Society, at a meeting yesterday of the National 

Hayden (right), one of the founders of Students for a Committee oh the Causes and Prevention of Violence. 



I common man’s philosopher o-n 
television and has been in- 
iviited to the White House to 
i Chat with President Johnson, 
returned to the hearings in 
the afternoon to propose that 
“ki'ds he kicked off the cam- 
pus” and he required to work 
three years before -going to 
college. 

“Is a campus a good place 
for a child to prove his mian- 
hood?” he asked Brewster. 
“. . . we have no puberty rites.” 

Hoffer was not there for the 
earlier testimony of Hayden, 
a founder of Students for a 
Democratic Society and a lead- 
er in the Chicago and Colum- 
bia University demonstrations. 

Hayden started off by saying 
that he hadn’t come with “any 
expectation of a dialogue” or 
any belief in the “legitimacy” 
of the commission since he 
didn’t see any student -activists 
or draft resisters on the panel. 



The sources of violence in 
the United States, he told the 
Commission, are in a “sick 
racist system” that makes the 
“criminal war” in Vietnam 
possible. Nearly all recent vio- 
lence, he added, - has been 
caused “by those seeking to 
prevent change, not by the 
protesters themselves.” 
Members of the Oommission 
pressed Hayden on what spe- 
cific institutional changes he 
proposed. 

Once, when he answered 
that so-called “channels turn 
into revolving doors,”' Sen. 
Philip A. Hart (D-Mich.) cut 
in; 

“I got that clear enough. 
But how do you fix it up?” 
Hayden was also questioned 
about his views on civil diso- 
bedience and punishment. In 
the classic view of civil disobe-! 



dience, a person who breaks a 
law that , he feels is unjust 
willingly/ accepts the punish- 
ment given for breaking that 
law. 

Hayden took the position 
that a violator should not ac- 
cept punishment if he feels 
the sanction is laid down by 



I 



an authority that he does not 
respect. 

Hart, noting that philosophy 
can apply to the Ku Klux 
Klan as weU as the Society for 
a Democratic Society, ob- 
served wryly that it might 
work if everyone was a saint 
or a philosopher. 



